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Practical English Usage answers the questions that teachers and learners ask about English grammar
and vocabulary, using clear, corpus-informed explanations and examples.
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Sample material

When do we use will, going to or present progressive to talk about the future?
Can they and them have a singular meaning?

Why can't we say ‘She'svery-thterestec-nthenature?

When do we use get as a passive auxiliary? For example: He got caught.

The truth about conditionals

When do we use bring and when do we use take?

When do we use can, could, may or might to talk about permission?

How do we read out an email address?

How can we use a question to sound more polite?

Oxford Learner’s Dictionaries Manage Your Privacy

Choices

This website uses tracking technologies to enable our website functionalities, to
enhance user experience or to analyze performance and traffic. We may also share or Accept Default Settings
sell information about your use of our site with our social media, advertising, and

analytics partners. This allows us to perform targeted advertising and to select ads
and content that will be more relevant to you. Below you can Accept Default Settings
or exercise your right to opt -in or -out of the sale of personal data, targeted
advertising, profiling, and the processing of sensitive data by clicking on “Manage Your
Privacy Choices.” For more details on the data we process and how to exercise your
rights, see our Privacy Policy



https://go.oup.com/redeem
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/grammar/practical-english-usage/talking-about-the-future-introduction
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/grammar/practical-english-usage/singular-they
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/grammar/practical-english-usage/talking-in-general
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/grammar/practical-english-usage/get-as-passive-auxiliary-he-got-caught
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/grammar/practical-english-usage/if-introduction
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/grammar/practical-english-usage/bring-and-take
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/grammar/practical-english-usage/permission-can-could-may-might-be-allowed-to
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/grammar/practical-english-usage/correspondence-emails-text-messages-etc
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/grammar/practical-english-usage/politeness-using-questions#politeness-using-questions__2
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/grammar/practical-english-usage/classic-and-classical
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/grammar/practical-english-usage/verbs-with-two-objects-in-the-passive
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/grammar/practical-english-usage/ing-forms-after-prepositions-without-breaking-eggs
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/grammar/practical-english-usage/questions-basic-rules
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/about/practical-english-usage/diagnostic-tests
https://elt.oup.com/catalogue/items/global/grammar_vocabulary/practical_english_usage_4th_edition/9780194202510?utm_source=old-site&utm_medium=buy-a-code-button&utm_campaign=peu4e

Read what teachers think about Practical English Usage >

Il ® ©

Oxford Learner's Dictionaries

Browse Dictionaries & Grammar &
Search Box &
System Requirements &
ContactUs &

More from us

Oxford Learner's Dictionaries APl &
English Language Teaching &
Oxford Teacher's Club &
Oxford Languages @

OUP Worldwide &

Oxford University Press is a department of the University of Oxford. It furthers the University's objective of excellence in
research, scholarship, and education by publishing worldwide

Privacy Policy @ Children's Privacy Policy @ Cookie Policy @ Manage Your Privacy Choices &

Terms & Conditions @ Accessibility @ Legal Notice @  English (US) v~ © 2026 Oxford University Press

y OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Oxford Learner’s Dictionaries

This website uses tracking technologies to enable our website functionalities, to
enhance user experience or to analyze performance and traffic. We may also share or
sell information about your use of our site with our social media, advertising, and
analytics partners. This allows us to perform targeted advertising and to select ads
and content that will be more relevant to you. Below you can Accept Default Settings
or exercise your right to opt -in or -out of the sale of personal data, targeted
advertising, profiling, and the processing of sensitive data by clicking on “Manage Your

Privacy Choices.” For more details on the data we process and how to exercise your
rights, see our Privacy Policy


https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/about/practical-english-usage/what-teachers-say
https://oxelt.gl/30yjpf1
http://bit.ly/2TZifJB
https://oxelt.gl/37EtQlh
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/browse/
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/browse/
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/search_widget_info
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/search_widget_info
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/system-requirements
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/system-requirements
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/contact-us
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/contact-us
https://languages.oup.com/dictionaries/english-language-learners/oxford-learners-dictionaries-api/
https://languages.oup.com/dictionaries/english-language-learners/oxford-learners-dictionaries-api/
https://elt.oup.com/
https://elt.oup.com/
https://elt.oup.com/teachersclub
https://elt.oup.com/teachersclub
https://languages.oup.com/
https://languages.oup.com/
https://corp.oup.com/
https://corp.oup.com/
https://corp.oup.com/privacy-policy/
https://corp.oup.com/privacy-policy/
https://fdslive.oup.com/www.oup.com/Group_comms/pdf/privacy/Children's%20Privacy%20Notice.pdf
https://fdslive.oup.com/www.oup.com/Group_comms/pdf/privacy/Children's%20Privacy%20Notice.pdf
https://corp.oup.com/cookie-policy/
https://corp.oup.com/cookie-policy/
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/terms-and-conditions
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/terms-and-conditions
https://elt.oup.com/accessibility
https://elt.oup.com/accessibility
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/legal-notice
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/legal-notice

