
Help
These are answers to the most frequently asked questions about Cambridge Dictionary. If you have a
question which isn't in this list, or if the answer given does not satisfy you, please contact us with your
question.

How are words added to the dictionary?

What is the SMART Vocabulary?

How can I find out a word's pronunciation?

What do the phonetic symbols mean?

What do the codes in the dictionary entries mean?

What do sb and sth in entries mean?

What do the A1, B2, C1, etc. labels mean?

How can I delete my Cambridge Dictionary +Plus
app account?

How are words added to the dictionary?
We have a team of lexicographers who are always on the lookout for new words appearing in the
English language. They look at the Cambridge English Corpus to check the frequency of the word,
and where it is used (in newspapers, in casual conversation, in academic texts, etc.). If the word is
used in many different contexts over a period of time, the lexicographers add it to the dictionary. If the
lexicographers think that a new word might be ephemeral, they keep a record of it to review at a later
date.

What is the SMART Vocabulary?
Our SMART Vocabulary panels appear in many of our entries. They provide words and phrases
related to the one you've looked up. You can click on the bar that says SMART Vocabulary: related
words and phrases to reveal or hide the panel. If you click on See more results you can see all the
words and phrases in that topic in a cloud. The words are bigger or smaller depending on their
frequency.
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Manage Your Privacy
Choices

Accept Default
Settings
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to enhance user experience or to analyze performance and traffic. We may
also share or sell information about your use of our site with our social media,
advertising, and analytics partners. This allows us to perform targeted
advertising and to select ads and content that will be more relevant to you.
Below you can Accept Default Settings or exercise your right to opt -in or -out
of the sale of personal data, targeted advertising, profiling, and the processing
of sensitive data by clicking on “Manage Your Privacy Choices.” For more
details on the data we process and how to exercise your rights, see our
Privacy Policy Privacy and Cookies Policy
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How can I find out a word's pronunciation?
In most entries in the dictionary, you will see two speaker icons  under the word; one British and one
American. You can click on them to hear the pronunciation of the word. In addition, all entries in the
dictionary include phonetic transcriptions in the International Phonetic Alphabet.

What do the phonetic symbols mean?
Phonetic symbols represent the sounds of words (for example, the pronunciation of words is /wɜːdz/).
You can see a full list of phonetic symbols used in our dictionaries, with examples of their
pronunciation.

What do the codes in the dictionary entries mean?
You can see a full list of grammar codes used in our dictionaries, with explanations of what they
mean.

What do sb and sth in entries mean?
sb means somebody, and sth means something.

What do the A1, B2, C1, etc. labels mean?
These symbols show the English Profile level of a word, phrase or meaning. For example, a word that
has a B1 symbol is a word that intermediate learners of English usually know.

A1  Beginner

A2  Elementary

B1  Intermediate

B2  Upper-Intermediate

C1  Advanced

C2  Proficiency

How can I delete my Cambridge Dictionary +Plus app account?
Follow these steps to delete your Cambridge Dictionary +Plus app for iOS or Android, published by
Cambridge University Press & Assessment:

Open the Cambridge Dictionary +Plus app on your phone.

Go to Profile.

Scroll to the bottom and tap Delete my account.

A screen will open that allows you to choose to delete only your Cambridge Dictionary account or to
delete all of your Cambridge accounts. Tap the button to choose either Delete my account or Delete
all accounts with Cambridge. 
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If you choose to delete only your Cambridge Dictionary account, you will lose access to your word
lists, community and Cambridge word lists and our newsletter. If you have access to other Cambridge
platforms, this will not be removed. Only the data and records that are related to your Cambridge
dictionary account will be completely deleted and will not be retained, including your profile, your login
information, and your saved word lists.

If you choose to delete all accounts with Cambridge, this will remove your access to any
Cambridge platforms you currently use, including Cambridge Dictionary, in addition to removing your
app account. Your data and records will be completely deleted and will not be retained.

IMPORTANT: If you have paid for any subscriptions within the app, you will still need to cancel
your subscription in the app store after deleting your account.

To raise other issues regarding the handling of your data, please contact the Privacy Team.
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Try a quiz now

a situation in which you feel comfortable and in which your ability and determination are not
being tested

About this

 

WORD OF THE DAY

comfort zone
UK    /ˈkʌm.fət ˌzəʊn/  US    /ˈkʌm.fɚt ˌzoʊn/
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Hitting the nail on the head: idioms with ‘hit’

July 22, 2026
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