Meaning of imperative in English

Imperative
adjective

UK 4) /im'pera.tiv/ us«) /im'per.a.tiv/

imperative adjective (URGENT)
Add to word list =

extremely important or urgent:

e [+ that] The president said it was imperative that the release of all hostages be
secured.

* [+ to infinitive ] Jt's imperative to act now before the problem gets really serious.
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pressingly

prestigious
prestigiously.
primacy
primary
tectonic
vitally
weightily
weighty

See more results »

imperative adjective (GRAMMAR)

+i=

LANGUAGE specialized

used for giving an instruction or order:

» imperative clause The rule that there must be a subject applies only to declarative and
interrogative clauses, and not to imperative clauses.

» imperative form In the phrase "Leave him alone!”, the verb "leave" is in the imperative
form.
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imperatives (orders/instructions) and exclamatives (used for exclamations). ...

Declarative clauses

Declarative clauses most commonly function as statements. The usual word order is subject (s) +
verb (v) + x. Declaratives can be affirmative or negative. They make statements about how things
are and how they are not. ...

Interrogative clauses

Interrogative clauses most commonly function as questions. The usual word order is (wh-word) +
auxiliary/modal verb (aux/m) + subject + verb + x: ...

Imperative clauses

Imperative clauses most commonly function as commands, instructions or orders. The usual word
order is verb + x. We do not usually include the subject in an imperative clause. We use the base
form of the verb: ...

Exclamative clauses

Exclamative clauses usually have one of the following word orders: ...

Commands and instructions

We often use an imperative in commands, and we also use must. They both sound very direct: ...

Giving_commands

We often use an imperative in commands, and we also use must. They both sound very direct: ...

Giving_instructions

We use instructions to tell someone how to do something. We usually use imperatives. They do
not sound too direct in this context: ...
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do not, is rather formal. In speaking, we usually use don’t: ...

Negative imperatives with subject pronoun

We can use emphatic pronoun you or anyone/anybody after don’t in negative imperatives,
especially in informal speaking: ...

Negative imperative of let's

We often use the phrase let’s not: ...

Question tags commonly used after imperatives

We sometimes use question tags with imperatives. They make the imperative less direct: ...

Imperatives as offers and invitations

We can use imperatives to make offers and invitations: ...

f X
noun [C]
UK 4) /im'pera.tiv/ us«) /im'per.a.tiv/
imperative noun [C] (GRAMMAR)
+i=
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+ More examples

+ SMART Vocabulary: related words and phrases

imperative noun [C] (URGENT)

+i=
[C]

something that is extremely important or urgent:

» moral imperative Getting the unemployed back to work, said the mayor, is a moral

imperative.
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auxiliary/modal verb (aux/m) + subject + verb + x: ...

Imperative clauses

Imperative clauses most commonly function as commands, instructions or orders. The usual word
order is verb + x. We do not usually include the subject in an imperative clause. We use the base
form of the verb: ...

Exclamative clauses

Exclamative clauses usually have one of the following word orders: ...

Commands and instructions

We often use an imperative in commands, and we also use must. They both sound very direct: ...

Giving_commands

We often use an imperative in commands, and we also use must. They both sound very direct: ...

Giving_instructions

We use instructions to tell someone how to do something. We usually use imperatives. They do
not sound too direct in this context: ...

Imperative clauses (Be quiet!)

We use imperative clauses when we want to tell someone to do something (most commonly for
aavice, suggestions, requests, commands, orders or instructions). ...

Imperatives with subject pronouns

For emphasis, we can use you in an imperative clause: ...

Imperatives with do
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Question tags commonly used after imperatives

We sometimes use question tags with imperatives. They make the imperative less direct: ...

Imperatives as offers and invitations

We can use imperatives to make offers and invitations: ...

(Definition of imperative from the Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary & Thesaurus © Cambridge University Press)

imperative | AMERICAN DICTIONARY

Imperative
adjective

us ) /mm'per-a-tiv/

imperative adjective (URGENT)

Add to word list =

extremely important or urgent:

o [+ that clause | [t [S imperative that these medical supplies be delivered immediately.

imMmnanarvratn/sn
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» The government has a moral imperative to provide equal access to high-quality
education for all children.

(Definition of imperative from the Cambridge Academic Content Dictionary © Cambridge University Press)

EXAMPLES of imperative

Imperative

A balanced combination of declarative and imperative languages is desirable for implementing
multi-agent systems.
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From the Cambridge English Corpus O

In this way, the demands of the examination system and the imperative to raise standards of
attainment are met.

From the Cambridge English Corpus ®)

Strictly speaking, the imperative singular is the same form as the bare stem.

From the Cambridge English Corpus ®)

For such problems, a logical specification of the algorithm is sometimes simpler than an imperative
specification.

From the Cambridge English Corpus o

He is interested in the material and functional imperatives that allow the self-maintaining economic
order to survive.

From the Cambridge English Corpus O

Conversely, where governments' incentives are at odds with developmental imperatives,
policymaking and implementation are vulnerable to economically damaging political opportunism.

From the Cambridge English Corpus ')

We're driven and enjoying it; it's a musical imperative.

From the Cambridge English Corpus ®)

By shedding excess and approaching sung dialogue as if it were speech, singers were to be
Qinninn actars - the imnerative of a miicical dramatic art
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These are words often used in combination with imperative.

Click on a collocation to see more examples of it.

categorical imperative

» For example, the categorical imperative does not admit of degrees of moral goodness or
badness, as consequentialist theories do.

From the Cambridge English Corpus ®)

commercial imperative

* Nicholson's starting point is the commonly accepted meaning of the word ‘'fusion’ - the
commercial imperative that led jazz to get into bed with rock at the end of the 1960s.

From the Cambridge English Corpus ®)

economic imperative

* There is an overwhelming economic imperative of growth and wealth creation in this migration to
cities.

From the Cambridge English Corpus ®)

These examples are from corpora and from sources on the web. Any opinions in the examples do not represent the opinion of the
Cambridge Dictionary editors or of Cambridge University Press or its licensors.

See all collocations with imperative

What is the pronunciation of imperative?
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oCC [TIUIT

in Portuguese

imperativo, fundamental, imperativo/-va...

See more

in more languages v

Need a translator?

Get a quick, free translation!

'a‘§ Translator tool

Browse

impenetrable
impenetrably
impenitent
impenitently
imperative
Imperative sentence
imperatively

imnercentihle
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to enhance user experience or to analyze performance and traffic. We may
also share or sell information about your use of our site with our social media,
advertising, and analytics partners. This allows us to perform targeted
advertising and to select ads and content that will be more relevant to you.
Below you can Accept Default Settings or exercise your right to opt -in or -out
of the sale of personal data, targeted advertising, profiling, and the processing
of sensitive data by clicking on “Manage Your Privacy Choices.” For more
details on the data we process and how to exercise your rights, see our
Privacy Policy Privacy and Cookies Policy
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