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Meaning of institution in English
  

institution
noun

UK   /ˌɪn.stɪˈtʃuː.ʃ n /  US   /ˌɪn.stəˈtuː.ʃ n /ə ə

institution noun (ORGANIZATION)

B2  [ C ]

a large and important organization, such as a university or bank:

Add to word list 

a medical/educational/financial institution•

Harvard University is an internationally respected institution.•

  Fewer examples

We're searching for a couple of runaways from the young offenders' institution.•

They heard sob-stuff from one man about his deprived childhood in an institution.•

St Andrews and Cambridge universities are internationally respected institutions.•

He had been in and out of penal institutions from the age of 16.•

The university's exchange scheme has cemented its links with many other academic
institutions.

•

  SMART Vocabulary: related words and phrases

institution noun (PLACE)
 

institution       
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

B2  [ C ] mainly disapproving

a building where people are sent to be cared for, especially a hospital or prison

  SMART Vocabulary: related words and phrases

institution noun (CUSTOM)

C2  [ C ]

a custom or tradition that has existed for a long time and is accepted as an
important part of a particular society:

 

the venerable institution of marriage•

figurative Mrs Daly is an institution - she's been with the company for 40 years and knows
absolutely everyone.

•

  SMART Vocabulary: related words and phrases

institution noun (START)

[ U ]

an occasion when a law, system, etc. begins or is introduced:

 

The institution of the Freedom of Information Act has had a significant effect.•
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(Definition of institution from the Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary & Thesaurus © Cambridge University Press)

  SMART Vocabulary: related words and phrases

(Definition of institution from the Cambridge Academic Content Dictionary © Cambridge University Press)

institution |  AMERICAN DICTIONARY

institution
noun [ C ]

US   /ˌɪn·stɪˈtu·ʃən /

institution noun [C] (ORGANIZATION)

an organization that exists to serve a public purpose such as education or
support for people who need help:

An institution of higher learning is a college or university.

Add to word list 

a charitable/educational/scientific institution•

 

institution noun [C] (CUSTOM)

a custom or practice that has existed for a long time and is accepted as an
important part of a society:

 

the institution of marriage•

institution |  BUSINESS ENGLISH

institution
noun

UK   /ˌɪnstɪˈtjuːʃ n /  US ə

[ C ]

Add to word list 
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depository institution

financial institution

thrift institution

See also

a large and important organization, such as a bank:

Traders said a certain institution had been trying to sell a lot of shares.•

Various City institutions were involved in the deal.•

Many government institutions will be affected by the spending cuts.•

[ C ]

a custom or tradition that has existed for a long time and is accepted as an
important part of a particular society:

 

the institution of marriage•

[ U ]

the introduction of a law, system, etc.:

 

Many are now calling for the institution of a quota system in Parliament and other
political bodies to ensure equality.

•
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Institute of London Underwriters

Institute of Management Accountants

instituted

instituting

institution

institutional

(Definition of institution from the Cambridge Business English Dictionary © Cambridge University Press)

What is the pronunciation of institution? 

Translations of institution

Need a translator?
Get a quick, free translation!

in Chinese (Traditional)

�構, （大學、銀行等）�構，團體, 地方…
See more

in Chinese (Simplified)

机构, （大学、银行等）机构，团体, 地方…
See more

in Spanish

institución, residencia, hospital…
See more

in Portuguese

instituição, instituição [feminine]…
See more

in more languages 

Translator tool
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institutional fund
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More meanings of institution

  All

multi-institution
thrift institution
academic institution
Brookings Institution
depository institution
economic institution
financial institution

See all meanings
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comfort zone

 
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BLOG

Hitting the nail on the head: idioms with ‘hit’

July 22, 2026

Read More

a situation in which you feel comfortable and in which your ability and determination are not
being tested

About this

UK    /ˈkʌm.fət ˌzəʊn/  US    /ˈkʌm.fɚt ˌzoʊn/
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This website uses tracking technologies to enable our website functionalities,
to enhance user experience or to analyze performance and traffic. We may
also share or sell information about your use of our site with our social media,
advertising, and analytics partners. This allows us to perform targeted
advertising and to select ads and content that will be more relevant to you.
Below you can Accept Default Settings or exercise your right to opt -in or -out
of the sale of personal data, targeted advertising, profiling, and the processing
of sensitive data by clicking on “Manage Your Privacy Choices.” For more
details on the data we process and how to exercise your rights, see our
Privacy Policy Privacy and Cookies Policy
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