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HOW TO USE THE DICTIONARY

To look up an entry in The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, use the search window above. For
best results, after typing in the word, click on the “Search” button instead of using the “enter” key.

Some compound words (like bus rapid transit, dog whistle, or identity theft) don’t appear on the drop-down list when
you type them in the search bar. For best results with compound words, place a quotation mark before the compound
word in the search window.
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THE USAGE PANEL

The Usage Panel is a group of nearly 200 prominent scholars, creative writers, journalists, diplomats, and others in
occupations requiring mastery of language. Annual surveys have gauged the acceptability of particular usages and
grammatical constructions.

The Panelists

AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY APP

The new American Heritage Dictionary app is now available for iOS and Android.
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THE AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY BLOG

The articles in our blog examine new words, revised definitions, interesting images from the fifth edition, discussions of
usage, and more.

THE 100 WORDS"


https://ahdictionary.com/word/howtouse.html
https://ahdictionary.com/word/usagepanel.html
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/american-heritage-english/id1118313580?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mobisystems.msdict.embedded.wireless.houghtonmifflinharcourt.americanheritagedictionaryplus
http://ahdictionary.tumblr.com/

See word lists from the best-selling 100 Words Series!

Find out more!

0
INTERESTED IN DICTIONARIES?

Check out the Dictionary Society of North America at http://www.dictionarysociety.com

hook-er' ™' (h k ar)
Share:
n.
1. A single-masted fishing smack used off the coast of Ireland.
2. An old worn-out or clumsy ship.

[Dutch hoeker, from Middle Dutch hoeckboot : hoec, fishhook; see keg- in the Appendix of Indo-European roots +
boot, boat.]

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.

hook-er? " (h k ar)
Share:
n.
1. One that hooks.
2. Slang A prostitute.

Word History: In his Personal Memoirs Ulysses S. Grant described Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker as “a dangerous man ...
not subordinate to his superiors.” Hooker had his faults. He may indeed have been insubordinate; he was undoubtedly
an erratic leader. But “Fighting Joe” Hooker is often accused of one thing he certainly did not do: he did not give his
name to prostitutes. According to a popular story about the origin of the term hooker, the men under Hooker's
command during the Civil War were a particularly wild bunch who would spend much of their time in brothels when
on leave, and thus prostitutes came to be known as hookers. However, this tale of the origin of hooker cannot be true.
The explanation of this highlights a procedure that etymologists often use when trying to evaluate proposed
etymologies that relate the origin of a word to a specific historical event or to the name of a historical person: if the
word is attested before the event occurred, or before the person lived, then the word cannot have originated with that
event or in that person's name. In fact, the word hooker with the sense “prostitute” is recorded before the Civil War.
As early as 1845 it is found in North Carolina, as reported in Norman Ellsworth Eliason's Tarheel Talk: An Historical
Study of the English Language in North Carolina to 1860, published in 1956. It also appears in the second edition of
John Russell Bartlett's Dictionary of Americanisms, published in 1859, where it is defined as “a strumpet, a sailor's
trull.” Etymologically, it is most likely that hooker is simply “one who hooks or snares clients.”

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.

hook-er®! (h k ar)
Share:
n.
Slang
A drink of undiluted hard liquor: a hooker of whiskey.

[Probably from the hook-like form of the arm taken in raising a drink to the mouth.]
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The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.

Hooker, Thomas 15867-1647.
Share:
English-born American cleric who founded Hartford, Connecticut (1636).

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.

Hooker, Richard 1554?7-1600.

Share:
English writer and theologian. His Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity (1594) was central to the formation of Anglican
theology.

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.

Hooker "' (h k ar), Joseph Known as "Fighting Joe." 1814-1879.
Share:
American Union army officer who was defeated by Robert E. Lee at Chancellorsville (1863).

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.

Hook-er "' (h k ar), John Lee 1917-2001.

Share:
American singer, guitarist, and songwriter whose characteristic style combined elements of boogie-woogie and
traditional blues.

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.

Indo-European & Semitic Roots Appendices

Thousands of entries in the dictionary include etymologies that trace their origins back to reconstructed proto-
languages. You can obtain more information about these forms in our online appendices:

Indo-European Roots
Semitic Roots
The Indo-European appendix covers nearly half of the Indo-European roots that have left their mark on English

words. A more complete treatment of Indo-European roots and the English words derived from them is available
in our Dictionary of Indo-European Roots.
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