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HOW TO USE THE DICTIONARY

To look up an entry in The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, use the search window above. For
best results, after typing in the word, click on the “Search” button instead of using the “enter” key.

Some compound words (like bus rapid transit, dog whistle, or identity theft) don’t appear on the drop-down list when
you type them in the search bar. For best results with compound words, place a quotation mark before the compound
word in the search window.
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THE USAGE PANEL

The Usage Panel is a group of nearly 200 prominent scholars, creative writers, journalists, diplomats, and others in
occupations requiring mastery of language. Annual surveys have gauged the acceptability of particular usages and
grammatical constructions.

The Panelists

AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY APP

The new American Heritage Dictionary app is now available for iOS and Android.
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THE AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY BLOG

The articles in our blog examine new words, revised definitions, interesting images from the fifth edition, discussions of
usage, and more.

THE 100 WORDS"


https://ahdictionary.com/word/howtouse.html
https://ahdictionary.com/word/usagepanel.html
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/american-heritage-english/id1118313580?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mobisystems.msdict.embedded.wireless.houghtonmifflinharcourt.americanheritagedictionaryplus
http://ahdictionary.tumblr.com/

See word lists from the best-selling 100 Words Series!

Find out more!
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INTERESTED IN DICTIONARIES?

Check out the Dictionary Society of North America at http://www.dictionarysociety.com

heav-y "' (hév &)
Share: Tweet
adj. heav-i-er, heav-i-est
. Having relatively great weight: a heavy load.
. Having relatively high density; having a high specific gravity.

. Large, as in number or quantity: a heavy turnout; heavy casualties.
. Large in yield or output: heavy rainfall.
. Of great intensity: heavy activity; heavy fighting.

. Having great power or force: a heavy punch.
. Violent; rough: heavy seas.

. Equipped with massive armaments and weapons: a heavy cruiser; heavy infantry.
. Large enough to fire powerful shells: heavy guns.

a. Indulging to a great degree: a heavy drinker.

b. Involved or participating on a large scale: a heavy investor.

8. Of great import or seriousness; grave: heavy matters of state.

9.

a. Having considerable thickness: a heavy coat.

b. Broad or coarse: drew the face with heavy lines.

10.

a. Dense; thick: a heavy fog.

b. Slow to dissipate; strong: "There was a heavy fragrance of flowers and lemon trees" (Mario Puzo).

c. Too dense or rich to digest easily: a heavy dessert.

d. Insufficiently leavened: heavy bread.

e. Full of clay and readily saturated: heavy soil.

11.

a. Weighed down; burdened: trees heavy with plums.

b. Emotionally weighed down; despondent: a heavy heart.

c. Marked by or exhibiting weariness: heavy lids.

d. Sad or painful: heavy news.

12.

a. Hard to do or accomplish; arduous: heavy going; heavy reading.

b. Not easily borne; oppressive: heavy taxes.

13. Lacking vitality; deficient in vivacity or grace: a heavy gait; heavy humor.

14. Sharply inclined; steep: a heavy grade.

15. Having a large capacity or designed for rough work: a heavy truck.

16. Of, relating to, or involving the large-scale production of basic products, such as steel: heavy industry.
17. Of or relating to a serious dramatic role.

18. Physics Of or relating to an isotope with an atomic mass greater than the average mass of that element.
19. Loud; sonorous: a heavy sound; heavy breathing.

20. Linguistics Of, relating to, or being a syllable ending in a long vowel or in a vowel plus two consonants.
21. Slang

a. Of great significance or profundity.
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b. Very popular or important: a rock star who is really heavy.
adv. heav-i-er, heav-i-est

Heavily: The snow is falling heavier tonight than last night.

n. pl. heav-ies

1.

a. A serious or tragic role in a play.

b. An actor playing such a role.

2. Slang A villain in a story or play.

3. Slang A mobster.

4. Slang One that is very important or influential: a media heavy.

[Middle English hevi, from Old English hefig; see kap-_in the Appendix of Indo-European roots.]
heav i-ness n.

Synonyms: heavy, weighty, hefty, massive, ponderous

These adjectives mean having a relatively great weight. Heavy refers to what has great physical weight (a heavy
boulder) and figuratively to what is burdensome or oppressive to the spirit (heavy responsibilities). Weighty literally
denotes having considerable weight (a weighty package); figuratively, it describes what is onerous, serious, or
important (a weighty decision). Hefty refers principally to physical heaviness or brawniness: a hefty book; a short,
hefty wrestler. Massive describes what is bulky, heavy, solid, and strong: massive marble columns. Ponderous refers to
what has great mass and weight and usually implies unwieldiness: ponderous prehistoric beasts. Figuratively it
describes what is complicated, involved, or lacking in grace: a book with a ponderous plot.

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.

Indo-European & Semitic Roots Appendices

Thousands of entries in the dictionary include etymologies that trace their origins back to reconstructed proto-
languages. You can obtain more information about these forms in our online appendices:

Indo-European Roots

Semitic Roots

The Indo-European appendix covers nearly half of the Indo-European roots that have left their mark on English
words. A more complete treatment of Indo-European roots and the English words derived from them is available
in our Dictionary of Indo-European Roots.
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