
HOW TO USE THE DICTIONARY

To look up an entry in The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, use the search window above. For
best results, after typing in the word, click on the “Search” button instead of using the “enter” key.

Some compound words (like bus rapid transit, dog whistle, or identity theft) don’t appear on the drop-down list when
you type them in the search bar. For best results with compound words, place a quotation mark before the compound
word in the search window.

guide to the dictionary

THE USAGE PANEL

The Usage Panel is a group of nearly 200 prominent scholars, creative writers, journalists, diplomats, and others in
occupations requiring mastery of language. Annual surveys have gauged the acceptability of particular usages and
grammatical constructions.

The Panelists

AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY APP

The new American Heritage Dictionary app is now available for iOS and Android.

THE AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY BLOG

The articles in our blog examine new words, revised definitions, interesting images from the fifth edition, discussions of
usage, and more.

https://ahdictionary.com/word/howtouse.html
https://ahdictionary.com/word/usagepanel.html
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/american-heritage-english/id1118313580?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mobisystems.msdict.embedded.wireless.houghtonmifflinharcourt.americanheritagedictionaryplus
http://ahdictionary.tumblr.com/


See word lists from the best-selling 100 Words Series!

Find out more!

INTERESTED IN DICTIONARIES?

Check out the Dictionary Society of North America at http://www.dictionarysociety.com

ilk 1  (ĭlk)
Share: Tweet

n.
Type or kind: can't trust people of that ilk.
pron.
Scots
The same. Used following a name to indicate that the one named resides in an area bearing the same name: Duncan of
that ilk.

[Middle English ilke, same, from Old English ilca; see i- in the Appendix of Indo-European roots.]

Word History: When one uses ilk, as in the phrase men of his ilk, one is using a word with an ancient pedigree even
though the sense of ilk, "kind or sort," is actually quite recent, having been first recorded at the end of the 18th
century. This sense grew out of an older use of ilk in the phrase of that ilk, meaning "of the same place, territorial
designation, or name." This phrase was used chiefly in names of landed families, Guthrie of that ilk meaning "Guthrie
of Guthrie." "Same" is the fundamental meaning of the word. The ancestors of ilk, Old English ilca and Middle
English ilke, were common words, usually appearing with such words as the or that, but the word hardly survived the
Middle Ages in those uses.
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Share: Tweet
adj.
Variant of ilka.
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Semitic Roots
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