The L e qf the
AMERICA? - ~ i
e d1ctionary b,
| =

1y o

HOW TO USE THE DICTIONARY

To look up an entry in The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, use the search window above. For
best results, after typing in the word, click on the “Search” button instead of using the “enter” key.

Some compound words (like bus rapid transit, dog whistle, or identity theft) don’t appear on the drop-down list when
you type them in the search bar. For best results with compound words, place a quotation mark before the compound
word in the search window.
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THE USAGE PANEL

The Usage Panel is a group of nearly 200 prominent scholars, creative writers, journalists, diplomats, and others in
occupations requiring mastery of language. Annual surveys have gauged the acceptability of particular usages and
grammatical constructions.

The Panelists

AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY APP

The new American Heritage Dictionary app is now available for iOS and Android.
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THE AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY BLOG

The articles in our blog examine new words, revised definitions, interesting images from the fifth edition, discussions of
usage, and more.

THE 100 WORDS"


https://ahdictionary.com/word/howtouse.html
https://ahdictionary.com/word/usagepanel.html
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/american-heritage-english/id1118313580?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mobisystems.msdict.embedded.wireless.houghtonmifflinharcourt.americanheritagedictionaryplus
http://ahdictionary.tumblr.com/

See word lists from the best-selling 100 Words Series!

Find out more!
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INTERESTED IN DICTIONARIES?

Check out the Dictionary Society of North America at http://www.dictionarysociety.com

na-ive or na-ive "' (nI-8v , nd-) also na-if or na-if (ni-éf , ni-)

Share:
adj.
1. Lacking worldly experience and understanding, especially:
a. Simple and guileless; artless: a child with a naive charm.
b. Unsuspecting or credulous: naive victims of the scam.
2. Showing or characterized by a lack of sophistication and critical judgment: "this extravagance of metaphors, with
its naive bombast" (H.L. Mencken).
3. Not having experienced or been subjected to something, as:
a. Not previously subjected to experiments: testing naive mice.
b. Not having previously taken or received a particular drug: patients naive to antipsychotic medication.
n.
One who is artless, credulous, or uncritical.

[French naive, feminine of naif, from Old French naif, natural, native, from Latin nativus, native, rustic, from natus,
past participle of nascti, to be born; see gens-_in the Appendix of Indo-European roots. ]

na-ive ly adv.
na:ive ness n.

Synonyms: naive, simple, ingenuous, unsophisticated, natural, unaffected, guileless, artless

These adjectives mean free from guile, cunning, or sham. Naive sometimes connotes a credulity that impedes effective
functioning in a practical world: "this naive simple creature, with his straightforward and friendly eyes so eager to
believe appearances" (Arnold Bennett).

Simple stresses absence of complexity, artifice, pretentiousness, or dissimulation: "Those of highest worth and
breeding are most simple in manner and attire" (Francis Parkman). "Among simple people she had the reputation of
being a prodigy of information" (Harriet Beecher Stowe).

Ingenuous denotes childlike directness, simplicity, and innocence; it connotes an inability to mask one's feelings: an
ingenuous admission of responsibility. Unsophisticated indicates absence of worldliness: the astonishment of
unsophisticated tourists at the tall buildings. Natural stresses spontaneity that is the result of freedom from self-
consciousness or inhibitions: "When Kavanagh was present, Alice was happy, but embarrassed; Cecilia, joyous and
natural" (Henry Wadsworth Longfellow).

Unaffected implies sincerity and lack of affectation: "With men he can be rational and unaffected, but when he has
ladies to please, every feature works" (Jane Austen).

Guileless signifies absence of insidious or treacherous cunning: a guileless, disarming look. Artless stresses absence
of plan or purpose and suggests unconcern for or lack of awareness of the reaction produced in others: a child of
artless grace and simple goodness.

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.
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Thousands of entries in the dictionary include etymologies that trace their origins back to reconstructed proto-
languages. You can obtain more information about these forms in our online appendices:

Indo-European Roots

Semitic Roots

The Indo-European appendix covers nearly half of the Indo-European roots that have left their mark on English
words. A more complete treatment of Indo-European roots and the English words derived from them is available
in our Dictionary of Indo-European Roots.
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