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HOW TO USE THE DICTIONARY

To look up an entry in The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, use the search window above. For
best results, after typing in the word, click on the “Search” button instead of using the “enter” key.

Some compound words (like bus rapid transit, dog whistle, or identity theft) don’t appear on the drop-down list when
you type them in the search bar. For best results with compound words, place a quotation mark before the compound
word in the search window.
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THE USAGE PANEL

The Usage Panel is a group of nearly 200 prominent scholars, creative writers, journalists, diplomats, and others in
occupations requiring mastery of language. Annual surveys have gauged the acceptability of particular usages and
grammatical constructions.

The Panelists

AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY APP

The new American Heritage Dictionary app is now available for iOS and Android.
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THE AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY BLOG

The articles in our blog examine new words, revised definitions, interesting images from the fifth edition, discussions of
usage, and more.

THE 100 WORDS"


https://ahdictionary.com/word/howtouse.html
https://ahdictionary.com/word/usagepanel.html
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/american-heritage-english/id1118313580?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mobisystems.msdict.embedded.wireless.houghtonmifflinharcourt.americanheritagedictionaryplus
http://ahdictionary.tumblr.com/

See word lists from the best-selling 100 Words Series!

Find out more!
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INTERESTED IN DICTIONARIES?

Check out the Dictionary Society of North America at http://www.dictionarysociety.com

king "' (king)
Share:
n.
1. A male sovereign.
2.
a. One that is supreme or preeminent in a particular group, category, or sphere: "In many countries, soccer is the king
of sports" (Cameron W. Barr).
b. A man chosen as the winner of a contest or the honorary head of an event: a homecoming king.
3. Games
a. Abbr. K A playing card bearing the figure of a king, ranking above a queen.
b. Abbr. K The principal chess piece, which can move one square in any direction and must be protected against
checkmate.
c. A piece in checkers that has been moved to the last row on the opponent's side of the board and been crowned, thus
becoming free to move both forward and backward.
4. Kings(used with a sing. verb) See Table at Bible.
5. A king-size bed.
adj.
1. Principal or chief, as in size or importance.
2. Of or relating to a king-size bed: king sheets; a king bed skirt.
tr.v. kinged, king-ing, kings
Games
To make (a piece in checkers) into a king; crown.

[Middle English, from Old English cyning; see gena- in the Appendix of Indo-European roots.]

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.

King, Riley Known as "B.B."” 1925-2015.

Share:
American musician whose distinctive guitar solos and soulful vocal style have helped to ensure the continuing
popularity of traditional blues music.

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.

King, (William Lyon) Mackenzie 1874-1950.
Share: Tweet
Canadian politician who three times served as prime minister (1921-1926, 1926-1930, and 1935-1948).

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.
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King, Stephen Edwin Born 1947.

Share:
American novelist best known for works of horror such as The Shining (1977) and It (1986).

(click for a larger image)
Stephen King
photographed in 2007

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.

King, Richard 1825-1885.

Share: Tweet
American steamboat captain and rancher whose 600,000-acre ranch in Texas was the largest in the United States.

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.

King, Martin Luther, Jr. 1929-1968.

Share: Tweet
American cleric whose eloquence and commitment to nonviolent tactics formed the foundation of the civil rights
movement of the 1950s and 1960s. Among the many peaceful demonstrations he led was the 1963 March on

Washington, at which he delivered his "I have a dream" speech. He won the 1964 Nobel Peace Prize and was
assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee, in 1968.

L
(click for a larger image)

Martin Luther King, Jr.

at the Lincoln Memorial, Washington, DC, during the March on Washington
August 28, 1963

..........

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.

King, Coretta Scott 1927-2006.

Share: Tweet
American civil rights leader noted for her work on behalf of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and the

King Center for Nonviolent Social Change after the assassination of her husband, Martin Luther King, Jr. (1968).

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.

King, Billie Jean Moffitt Born 1943.

Share: Tweet
American tennis player who won 20 titles at Wimbledon (6 singles, 10 women's doubles, and 4 mixed doubles) and 4
US Open singles championships (1967, 1971, 1972, and 1974).
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The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins

Publishers. All rights reserved.

Indo-European & Semitic Roots Appendices

Thousands of entries in the dictionary include etymologies that trace their origins back to reconstructed proto-
languages. You can obtain more information about these forms in our online appendices:

Indo-Eurgpean Roots

Semitic Roots

The Indo-European appendix covers nearly half of the Indo-European roots that have left their mark on English
words. A more complete treatment of Indo-European roots and the English words derived from them is available

in our Dictionary of Indo-European Roots.

American Heritage Dictionary Products

-~
P
=
The
AMERICAN
HERITAGE ped «

ST =
" isiicae ) Gniow Gaorges DS
Dictionary first @b

40 LR

Desk
dictionary
S
thesaurus

The The The Curious  The

American American American George's American
Heritage  Heritage Heritage Dictionary Heritage
Dictionary, Dictionary Roget's Children's

5th Edition of Idioms Thesaurus Dictionary

e CONTACT US e Agent Portal

. e MEDIA
e Customer Service
e Make Me An Author ¢ Publicity Contacts
e Ebooks Help with Glose Reader e Press Room
e ABOUT US e SERVICES
o Company Profile ¢ HarperCollins Speakers Bureau
o Leadership Team ¢ Library Services
o Corporate Social Responsibility e Academic Services
¢ HarperCollins Careers ¢ Desk & Exam Copies
¢ HarperCollins Imprints ¢ Review Copies
o HarperGreen ¢ OpenBook API
e Social Media Directory e Marketing Partnerships
» Accessibility « COVID-19 RESOURCES &
e FOR READERS PERMISSIONS
¢ Browse Reading Guides e Permissions for Adult Online
Readings
* FORAUTHORS e Permissions for Kids Online
e Submit a Manuscript Readings

¢ Report Piracy

SALES & RIGHTS

Booksellers & Retailer Ordering
HarperCollins Catalogs
Permissions

Subsidiary Rights

Media Rights and Content
Development

GLOSE APP

iPhone
Android

GLOBAL DIVISIONS

HarperCollins US
HarperCollins Canada
HarperCollins Christian
HarperCollins Australia
HarperCollins India


https://ahdictionary.com/word/indoeurop.html
https://ahdictionary.com/word/semitic.html
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-indo-european-roots-third-edition-calvert-watkins
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-customer-service
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/worldwide-submit-a-manuscript
https://help.glose.com/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/worldwide-company-profile
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/worldwide-leadership-team
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-social-responsibility
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/careers
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-harpercollins-imprints
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/harpergreen
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/social-media-directory
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/accessibility
https://www.harpercollins.com/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-for-authors-submit-a-manuscript
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/for-authors-report-piracy
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-for-authors-agent-portal
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-media-publicity-contacts
https://www.harpercollins.com/blogs/press-releases
http://www.harpercollinsspeakersbureau.com/
http://www.librarylovefest.com/
https://www.harperacademic.com/
https://www.harperacademic.com/pages/ordering/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-media-publicity-contacts
https://anypoint.mulesoft.com/exchange/portals/mulesoft-1088/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/marketing-partnerships
https://www.harperacademic.com/pages/onlinepermission2020/
https://www.harperacademic.com/pages/onlinepermission2020/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/childrens-harper-at-home
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/childrens-harper-at-home
https://business.harpercollinschristian.com/login
https://www.edelweiss.plus/#publisher=HC&folderID=8841
http://permissions.harpercollins.com/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-sales-and-rights-subsidiary-rights
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/media-rights-and-content-development-at-harpercollins
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/media-rights-and-content-development-at-harpercollins
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/glose-social-e-book-reader/id896681871
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.glose.android&hl=en
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate
https://www.harpercollins.ca/
https://www.harpercollinschristian.com/
https://www.harpercollins.com.au/
https://harpercollins.co.in/
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/curious-georges-dictionary?variant=39934494212130
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/curious-georges-dictionary?variant=39934494212130
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/curious-georges-dictionary?variant=39934494212130
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/curious-georges-dictionary?variant=39934494212130
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/curious-georges-dictionary?variant=39934494212130
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/curious-georges-dictionary?variant=39934494212130
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/curious-georges-dictionary?variant=39934494212130
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries

e HarperCollins UK . .

—J! i;n'p{_':'{”.'nl]fnﬁ

Means Cornpor
Terms of Use ¢« Terms of Sale * Your Ad Choices ¢ Privacy Policy ¢ California Privacy Policy
Do Not Sell My Personal Information

Copyright 2022 HarperCollins Publishers All rights reserved.

*This website is best viewed in Chrome, Firefox, Microsoft Edge, or Safari. Some characters in pronunciations and
etymologies cannot be displayed properly in Internet Explorer.


https://www.harpercollins.co.uk/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/terms-of-use
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/terms-of-sale
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/privacy-policy
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/privacy-policy
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/california-consumer-privacy-act
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/do-not-sell

