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HOW TO USE THE DICTIONARY

To look up an entry in The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, use the search window above. For
best results, after typing in the word, click on the “Search” button instead of using the “enter” key.

Some compound words (like bus rapid transit, dog whistle, or identity theft) don’t appear on the drop-down list when
you type them in the search bar. For best results with compound words, place a quotation mark before the compound
word in the search window.
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THE USAGE PANEL

The Usage Panel is a group of nearly 200 prominent scholars, creative writers, journalists, diplomats, and others in
occupations requiring mastery of language. Annual surveys have gauged the acceptability of particular usages and
grammatical constructions.

The Panelists

AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY APP

The new American Heritage Dictionary app is now available for iOS and Android.
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THE AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY BLOG

The articles in our blog examine new words, revised definitions, interesting images from the fifth edition, discussions of
usage, and more.

THE 100 WORDS"


https://ahdictionary.com/word/howtouse.html
https://ahdictionary.com/word/usagepanel.html
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/american-heritage-english/id1118313580?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mobisystems.msdict.embedded.wireless.houghtonmifflinharcourt.americanheritagedictionaryplus
http://ahdictionary.tumblr.com/

See word lists from the best-selling 100 Words Series!

Find out more!
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INTERESTED IN DICTIONARIES?

Check out the Dictionary Society of North America at http://www.dictionarysociety.com

is-sue " (Ish )
Share: Tweet
n.
1.
a. A point or matter of discussion, debate, or dispute: What legal and moral issues should we consider?
b. A matter of public concern: debated economic issues.
c. A misgiving, objection, or complaint: had issues with the plan to change the curriculum.
2,
a. A problem or difficulty.
b. A personal problem: is convinced that her boss has issues.
3.
a. The act of circulating, distributing, or publishing by a business, government, or organization: government issue of
new bonds.
b. An item or set of items, as stamps or coins, made available at one time by a business, government, or organization.
c. A single copy of a periodical: the May issue of the magazine.
d. A distinct set of copies of an edition of a book distinguished from others of that edition by variations in the printed
matter.
e. Proceeds from estates or fines.
f. Something proceeding from a specified source: suspicions that were the issue of a deranged mind.
g. A culminating point leading to a decision: bring a case to an issue.
h. A final result or conclusion, as a solution to a problem.
4.
a. The act or an instance of flowing, passing, or giving out: where the lake gives issue to its waters.
b. A place of egress; an outlet: a lake with no issue to the sea.
5. Medicine
a. A discharge, as of blood or pus.
b. A lesion, wound, or ulcer producing such a discharge.
6. Offspring; progeny: died without issue.
V. is-sued, is-su-ing, is-sues
v.intr.
1.
a. To flow, go, or come out: water issuing from a spring; voices issuing from a room. See Synonyms at appear.

b. To proceed from a source; emerge or come forth: ideas issuing from a discussion. See Synonyms at stem?.
c. To have as a consequence; result: discontent that issued in social unrest.

2. To accrue as proceeds or profit: Little money issued from the stocks.

3. To be born or be descended: generations issuing from an ancestor.

4. To be circulated or published: books issuing from a publisher.

V.t

1. To circulate or distribute in an official capacity: issued uniforms to the players.

2. To publish: issued periodic statements.

3. To pour forth or send out; emit: a chimney issuing smoke.

Idioms:

at issue

1. In question; in dispute: "Many people fail to grasp what is really at issue here" (Gail Sheehy).
2. At variance; in disagreement.

Join issue
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1. To enter into controversy.

2. Law To submit an issue for decision.

take issue

To take an opposing point of view; disagree.

[Middle English, from Old French eissue, issue, from Vulgar Latin *exiita, alteration of Latin exita, feminine past
participle of exire, to go out : ex-, ex- + Ire, to go; see ei-_in the Appendix of Indo-European roots.]

is su-ern.
is sue-less adj.

Usage Note: People often use issue to refer to a problem, difficulty, or condition, especially an embarrassing or
discrediting one. The word is frequently used in the plural. Thus, a business executive who has been accused of fraud
is said to have legal issues, a company facing bankruptcy has financial issues, and a person who picks fights may have
anger management issues. Some people dislike this usage, claiming that it is imprecise or euphemistic. The majority
of the Usage Panel frowned on it in 2002, but in just over ten years, opinion has shifted such that a majority now find
it acceptable. In our 2013 survey, 78 percent of the Usage Panel accepted issue in these examples: That kid has issues
and needs to see the guidance counselor. I don't want to hire someone who has issues with carrying out orders from
an authority. Although the acceptance was lukewarm (about a third of the panelists found these sentences only
"somewhat acceptable"), this is a substantial increase over the 39 percent who accepted similar sentences in 2002. A
similar shift of opinion has occurred concerning the use of issue for a technical problem. In 2002, only 18 percent of
Panelists approved of the sentence There were a number of issues installing the printer driver in the new release of the
software. By 2013, approval had risen to 68 percent. Although issue is now widely acceptable, choosing another word,
such as glitch, problem, or complication, can often lend precision to your writing.

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.

Indo-European & Semitic Roots Appendices

Thousands of entries in the dictionary include etymologies that trace their origins back to reconstructed proto-
languages. You can obtain more information about these forms in our online appendices:

Indo-European Roots
Semitic Roots

The Indo-European appendix covers nearly half of the Indo-European roots that have left their mark on English
words. A more complete treatment of Indo-European roots and the English words derived from them is available
in our Dictionary of Indo-European Roots.
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