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HOW TO USE THE DICTIONARY

To look up an entry in The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, use the search window above. For
best results, after typing in the word, click on the “Search” button instead of using the “enter” key.

Some compound words (like bus rapid transit, dog whistle, or identity theft) don’t appear on the drop-down list when
you type them in the search bar. For best results with compound words, place a quotation mark before the compound
word in the search window.
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THE USAGE PANEL

The Usage Panel is a group of nearly 200 prominent scholars, creative writers, journalists, diplomats, and others in
occupations requiring mastery of language. Annual surveys have gauged the acceptability of particular usages and
grammatical constructions.

The Panelists

AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY APP

The new American Heritage Dictionary app is now available for iOS and Android.

&S

THE AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY BLOG

The articles in our blog examine new words, revised definitions, interesting images from the fifth edition, discussions of
usage, and more.

THE 100 WORDS"
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See word lists from the best-selling 100 Words Series!

Find out more!
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INTERESTED IN DICTIONARIES?

Check out the Dictionary Society of North America at http://www.dictionarysociety.com
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n. pl. i's or I's also is or Is
1. The ninth letter of the modern English alphabet.
2. Any of the speech sounds represented by the letter i.
3. The ninth in a series.
4. Something shaped like the letter I.
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souvenir postcard, Ohio landmarks
Printed in 1937 by Curt Teich & Company of Chicago, Illinois, this postcard celebrates Ohio's architectural attractions.

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.
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pron.
Used to refer to oneself as speaker or writer.
n. pl I's
The self; the ego.

[Middle English, from Old English ic; see eg_in the Appendix of Indo-European roots. ]

Usage Note: Traditional grammar requires the nominative form of the pronoun following the verb be: It is I (not me),
That must be they (not them), and so forth. Nearly everyone finds this rule difficult to follow. Even if everyone could
follow it, in informal contexts the nominative pronoun often sounds pompous and even ridiculous, especially when
the verb is contracted. Would anyone ever say It's we? But constructions like It is me have been condemned in the
classroom and in writing handbooks for so long that there seems little likelihood that they will ever be entirely
acceptable in formal writing. - The traditional rule creates additional problems when the pronoun following be also
functions as the object of a verb or preposition in a relative clause, as in It is not (them/they) that we have in mind,
where the plural pronoun serves as both the predicate of is and the object of have. Adherence to this rule is waning. In
our 1988 survey, 67 percent of the Usage Panel preferred the nominative they in the previous example. This
percentage fell to 45 just five years later. In our 2009 survey, just 37 percent found they to be acceptable in this
sentence. Meanwhile, the percent that accepted objective them rose steadily from 33 in 1988 to 39 1993 to 55 in 2009.
Writers who dislike the construction can easily avoid it by saying They are not the ones we have in mind, We have
someone else in mind, and so on. - When pronouns joined by a conjunction occur as the object of a preposition such as
between, according to, or like, many people use the nominative form where the traditional grammatical rule would
require the objective; they say between you and I rather than between you and me, and so forth. Some language
commentators see this construction as a hypercorrection, in which speakers who have been taught to say It is I instead
of It is me assume that correctness also requires between you and I in place of between you and me. This explanation
of the tendency cannot be the whole story, since the phrase between you and I occurs in Shakespeare, roughly three
centuries before the prescriptive rule condemning this practice was written. But the between you and I construction is
nonetheless widely regarded as a mark of ignorance and is best avoided in formal contexts. - There is also a
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widespread tendency to use the objective form when a pronoun is used as a subject together with a noun in apposition,
as in Us engineers were left without technical support. In formal speech or writing the nominative we would be
preferable here. But when the pronoun itself appears in apposition to a subject noun phrase, the use of the nominative
form may sound pedantic in a sentence such as The remaining members of the admissions committee, namely we, will
have to meet next week. Writers who are uncomfortable about using the objective us here should rewrite the sentence
to avoid the difficulty. See Usage Notes at be, but, we.

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.
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1. The symbol for iodine.

2. Electricity The symbol for current.

3. also i The symbol for the Roman numeral 1.

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.
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The symbol for imaginary unit.
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abbr.

1. incomplete
2. Independent
3. inside

4. interstate

5. isospin

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.
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abbr.
1. island
2. isle

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.
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abbr.
1. Economics interest
2. intransitive
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Used as a connective to join word elements: setiform.

[Middle English, from Old French, from Latin, stem vowel of nouns and adjectives used in combination.]

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.

Indo-European & Semitic Roots Appendices

Thousands of entries in the dictionary include etymologies that trace their origins back to reconstructed proto-
languages. You can obtain more information about these forms in our online appendices:

Indo-European Roots

Semitic Roots

The Indo-European appendix covers nearly half of the Indo-European roots that have left their mark on English
words. A more complete treatment of Indo-European roots and the English words derived from them is available
in our Dictionary of Indo-European Roots.

American Heritage Dictionary Products

o = e | P
= AMERICAN ’ M %2 nAvericax HERITAGE
. h:“. = ) M ERICAN astlw;c:thqea f'
AMERICAN = ctionar: S
HERITAGE : - De — Yy 1rst %
[\ &

dictionary dlCOllary
b .

thesaurus

The The The Curious  The
American American American George's American

Heritage  Heritage  Heritage Dictionary Heritage

Dictionary, Dictionary Roget's Children's
5Sth Edition of Idioms Thesaurus Dictionary
¢ HarperGreen ¢ Publicity Contacts
* CONTACTUS ¢ Social Media Directory e Press Room
o Customer Service * Accessibility e SERVICES

e Make Me An Author o« FOR READERS

e Ebooks Help with Glose Reader o HarperCollins Speakers Bureau
« ABOUT US ¢ Browse Reading Guides e Library .Serv1ce.s
e Academic Services
e Company Profile * FORAUTHORS ¢ Desk & Exam Copies
e Leadership Team e Submit a Manuscript » Review Copies
o Corporate Social Responsibility =~ e Report Piracy * OpenBook API
 HarperCollins Careers e Agent Portal e Marketing Partnerships
e HarperCollins Imprints

e MEDIA


https://twitter.com/share
https://ahdictionary.com/word/indoeurop.html
https://ahdictionary.com/word/semitic.html
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-indo-european-roots-third-edition-calvert-watkins
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-customer-service
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/worldwide-submit-a-manuscript
https://help.glose.com/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/worldwide-company-profile
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/worldwide-leadership-team
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-social-responsibility
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/careers
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-harpercollins-imprints
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/harpergreen
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/social-media-directory
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/accessibility
https://www.harpercollins.com/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-for-authors-submit-a-manuscript
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/for-authors-report-piracy
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-for-authors-agent-portal
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-media-publicity-contacts
https://www.harpercollins.com/blogs/press-releases
http://www.harpercollinsspeakersbureau.com/
http://www.librarylovefest.com/
https://www.harperacademic.com/
https://www.harperacademic.com/pages/ordering/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-media-publicity-contacts
https://anypoint.mulesoft.com/exchange/portals/mulesoft-1088/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/marketing-partnerships
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/curious-georges-dictionary?variant=39934494212130
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/curious-georges-dictionary?variant=39934494212130
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/curious-georges-dictionary?variant=39934494212130
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/curious-georges-dictionary?variant=39934494212130
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/curious-georges-dictionary?variant=39934494212130
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/curious-georges-dictionary?variant=39934494212130
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/curious-georges-dictionary?variant=39934494212130
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries

e COVID-19 RESOURCES & ¢ Media Rights and Content ¢ HarperCollins Canada
PERMISSIONS Development e HarperCollins Christian
« Permissions for Adult Online « GLOSE APP : E—E‘rfmr(c:"ﬁm%m
Readings . * HarperCollins India
¢ Permissions for Kids Online * _1Phong » HarperCollins UK
Rd.— e Android d
eadings . .
e SALES & RIGHTS . o
[ ]
e Booksellers & Retailer Ordering * .
e HarperCollins Catalogs ¢ GLOBAL DIVISIONS o
e Permissions . o
e Subsidiary Rights » HarperCollins US .

& HarperCollins

Means &*ppw
Terms of Use « Terms of Sale * Your Ad Choices * Privacy Policy ¢ California Privacy Policy
Do Not Sell My Personal Information

Copyright 2022 HarperCollins Publishers All rights reserved.

*This website is best viewed in Chrome, Firefox, Microsoft Edge, or Safari. Some characters in pronunciations and
etymologies cannot be displayed properly in Internet Explorer.


https://www.harperacademic.com/pages/onlinepermission2020/
https://www.harperacademic.com/pages/onlinepermission2020/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/childrens-harper-at-home
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/childrens-harper-at-home
https://business.harpercollinschristian.com/login
https://www.edelweiss.plus/#publisher=HC&folderID=8841
http://permissions.harpercollins.com/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-sales-and-rights-subsidiary-rights
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/media-rights-and-content-development-at-harpercollins
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/media-rights-and-content-development-at-harpercollins
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/glose-social-e-book-reader/id896681871
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.glose.android&hl=en
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate
https://www.harpercollins.ca/
https://www.harpercollinschristian.com/
https://www.harpercollins.com.au/
https://harpercollins.co.in/
https://www.harpercollins.co.uk/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/terms-of-use
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/terms-of-sale
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/privacy-policy
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/privacy-policy
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/california-consumer-privacy-act
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/do-not-sell

