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be·tween  (bĭ-twēn�)
Share: Tweet

prep.
1.
a. In or through the position or interval separating: between the trees; between 11 o'clock and 12 o'clock.
b. Intermediate to, as in quantity, amount, or degree: It costs between 15 and 20 dollars.
2. Connecting spatially: a railroad between the two cities.
3. Associating or uniting in a reciprocal action or relationship: an agreement between workers and management; a
certain resemblance between the two stories.
4. In confidence restricted to: Between you and me, he is not qualified.
5.
a. By the combined effort or effect of: Between them they succeeded.
b. In the combined ownership of: They had only a few dollars between them.
6. As measured against. Often used to express a reciprocal relationship: choose between riding and walking.
adv.
In an intermediate space, position, or time; in the interim.
Idioms:
in between
In an intermediate situation: My roommates disagreed and I was caught in between.
in between times
During an intervening period; in the meantime: has written several books and teaches in between times.

[Middle English bitwene, from Old English betwēonum; see dwo- in the Appendix of Indo-European roots.]

between�ness n.

Usage Note: The –tween in between comes from the same Indo-European root that gave us two, twain, and duo, and
the –mong of among comes from an Old English word that meant "crowd" or "throng." It is thus unsurprising that a
traditional rule requires between to be used only for sentences involving two items and among for sentences involving
more than two. Indeed, in sentences involving two items, no rule is needed; native English speakers spontaneously use
between (as in the differences between [not among] karate and judo). But when there are more than two items,
practice is mixed. Many careful writers observe a more subtle distinction, using among when the sentence refers to the
entities collectively or as a mass, as in There were many outstanding players among the teams in the quarterfinal
round or A thistle is growing among the roses, but preferring between when the sentence refers to relationships
involving particular pairs of entities from within the group, as in We haven't yet assigned the matchups between teams
in the quarterfinal round or I have sand between my toes. In such sentences, the twoness of between has not, so to
speak, been lost in the crowd—the pairings within the larger group are important to the meaning of the sentence and
thus influence the writer's choice of preposition.
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Thousands of entries in the dictionary include etymologies that trace their origins back to reconstructed proto-
languages. You can obtain more information about these forms in our online appendices:

Indo-European Roots

Semitic Roots

The Indo-European appendix covers nearly half of the Indo-European roots that have left their mark on English
words. A more complete treatment of Indo-European roots and the English words derived from them is available
in our Dictionary of Indo-European Roots.

American Heritage Dictionary Products

CONTACT US

Customer Service
Make Me An Author
Ebooks Help with Glose Reader

ABOUT US

Company Profile
Leadership Team
Corporate Social Responsibility
HarperCollins Careers
HarperCollins Imprints
HarperGreen
Social Media Directory
Accessibility

FOR READERS

Browse Reading Guides

FOR AUTHORS

Submit a Manuscript
Report Piracy
Agent Portal

MEDIA

Publicity Contacts
Press Room

SERVICES

HarperCollins Speakers Bureau
Library Services
Academic Services
Desk & Exam Copies
Review Copies
OpenBook API
Marketing Partnerships

COVID-19 RESOURCES &
PERMISSIONS

Permissions for Adult Online
Readings
Permissions for Kids Online
Readings

SALES & RIGHTS

Booksellers & Retailer Ordering
HarperCollins Catalogs
Permissions
Subsidiary Rights

Media Rights and Content
Development

GLOSE APP

iPhone
Android
 
 
 

GLOBAL DIVISIONS

HarperCollins US
HarperCollins Canada
HarperCollins Christian
HarperCollins Australia
HarperCollins India
HarperCollins UK
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The
American
Heritage
Dictionary,
5th Edition

The
American
Heritage
Dictionary
of Idioms

The
American
Heritage
Roget's
Thesaurus

Curious
George's
Dictionary

The
American
Heritage
Children's
Dictionary

https://ahdictionary.com/word/indoeurop.html
https://ahdictionary.com/word/semitic.html
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-indo-european-roots-third-edition-calvert-watkins
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-customer-service
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/worldwide-submit-a-manuscript
https://help.glose.com/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/worldwide-company-profile
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/worldwide-leadership-team
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-social-responsibility
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/careers
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-harpercollins-imprints
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/harpergreen
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/social-media-directory
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/accessibility
https://www.harpercollins.com/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-for-authors-submit-a-manuscript
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/for-authors-report-piracy
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-for-authors-agent-portal
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-media-publicity-contacts
https://www.harpercollins.com/blogs/press-releases
http://www.harpercollinsspeakersbureau.com/
http://www.librarylovefest.com/
https://www.harperacademic.com/
https://www.harperacademic.com/pages/ordering/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-media-publicity-contacts
https://anypoint.mulesoft.com/exchange/portals/mulesoft-1088/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/marketing-partnerships
https://www.harperacademic.com/pages/onlinepermission2020/
https://www.harperacademic.com/pages/onlinepermission2020/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/childrens-harper-at-home
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/childrens-harper-at-home
https://business.harpercollinschristian.com/login
https://www.edelweiss.plus/#publisher=HC&folderID=8841
http://permissions.harpercollins.com/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-sales-and-rights-subsidiary-rights
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/media-rights-and-content-development-at-harpercollins
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/media-rights-and-content-development-at-harpercollins
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/glose-social-e-book-reader/id896681871
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.glose.android&hl=en
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate
https://www.harpercollins.ca/
https://www.harpercollinschristian.com/
https://www.harpercollins.com.au/
https://harpercollins.co.in/
https://www.harpercollins.co.uk/
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/curious-georges-dictionary?variant=39934494212130
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/curious-georges-dictionary?variant=39934494212130
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/curious-georges-dictionary?variant=39934494212130
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/curious-georges-dictionary?variant=39934494212130
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/curious-georges-dictionary?variant=39934494212130
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/curious-georges-dictionary?variant=39934494212130
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/curious-georges-dictionary?variant=39934494212130
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries


Terms of Use •  Terms of Sale •  Your Ad Choices •  Privacy Policy •  California Privacy Policy
Do Not Sell My Personal Information

Copyright 2022 HarperCollins Publishers All rights reserved.

*This website is best viewed in Chrome, Firefox, Microsoft Edge, or Safari. Some characters in pronunciations and
etymologies cannot be displayed properly in Internet Explorer.

https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/terms-of-use
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/terms-of-sale
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/privacy-policy
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/privacy-policy
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/california-consumer-privacy-act
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/do-not-sell

