The L e qf the
AMERICA? - ~ i
e d1ctionary b,
| =

1y o

HOW TO USE THE DICTIONARY

To look up an entry in The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, use the search window above. For
best results, after typing in the word, click on the “Search” button instead of using the “enter” key.

Some compound words (like bus rapid transit, dog whistle, or identity theft) don’t appear on the drop-down list when
you type them in the search bar. For best results with compound words, place a quotation mark before the compound
word in the search window.
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THE USAGE PANEL

The Usage Panel is a group of nearly 200 prominent scholars, creative writers, journalists, diplomats, and others in
occupations requiring mastery of language. Annual surveys have gauged the acceptability of particular usages and
grammatical constructions.

The Panelists

AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY APP

The new American Heritage Dictionary app is now available for iOS and Android.
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THE AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY BLOG

The articles in our blog examine new words, revised definitions, interesting images from the fifth edition, discussions of
usage, and more.

THE 100 WORDS"


https://ahdictionary.com/word/howtouse.html
https://ahdictionary.com/word/usagepanel.html
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/american-heritage-english/id1118313580?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mobisystems.msdict.embedded.wireless.houghtonmifflinharcourt.americanheritagedictionaryplus
http://ahdictionary.tumblr.com/

See word lists from the best-selling 100 Words Series!

Find out more!
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INTERESTED IN DICTIONARIES?

Check out the Dictionary Society of North America at http://www.dictionarysociety.com

shel-ter "' (shél tar)
Share: Tweet
n.
1.
a. Something, especially a structure, that provides cover or protection, as from the weather: a shelter for hikers.
b. An institution providing temporary housing and sometimes counseling, as for the homeless, runaways, or victims of
domestic violence.
c. An establishment that cares for unwanted or stray animals and tries to find owners for them.
2. The state of being covered or protected: The fox found shelter in a cave.
V. shel-tered, shel-ter-ing, shel-ters
v.tr.
1. To provide cover or protection for: trees that sheltered the cows; agents who sheltered the spies.
2. To invest (income) to protect it from taxation.
v.intr.
To take cover; find refuge: We sheltered under the store's awning during the storm.

[Perhaps from Middle English sheltron, tight battle formation, from Old English scildtruma : scield, shield; see SHIELD
+ truma, troop; see deru- in the Appendix of Indo-European roots.]

shel ter-ern.
shel ter-less adj.

Synonyms: shelter, cover, retreat, refuge, asylum, sanctuary

These nouns refer to places affording protection, as from danger, or to the state of being protected. Shelter usually
implies a covered or enclosed area that protects temporarily, as from injury or attack: built a shelter out of pine and
hemlock boughs. Cover suggests something that conceals: traveled under cover of darkness. Retreat applies chiefly to
a secluded place to which one retires for meditation, peace, or privacy: a rural cabin that served as a weekend retreat.
Refuge suggests a place of escape from pursuit or from difficulties that beset one: "The great advantage of a hotel is
that it's a refuge from home life" (George Bernard Shaw).

Asylum adds to refuge the idea of legal protection or of immunity from arrest: Were the dissidents able to find asylum
in another country? Sanctuary denotes a sacred or inviolable place of refuge: political refugees finding sanctuary in a
monastery.

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.

Indo-European & Semitic Roots Appendices

Thousands of entries in the dictionary include etymologies that trace their origins back to reconstructed proto-
languages. You can obtain more information about these forms in our online appendices:

Indo-European Roots



https://ahdictionary.com/word/hundredwords.html
http://www.dictionarysociety.com/
https://ahdictionary.com/application/resources/wavs/S0335000.wav
https://ahdictionary.com/application/resources/wavs/S0335000.wav
https://twitter.com/share
https://ahdictionary.com/word/search.html?q=%20SHIELD
https://ahdictionary.com/word/search.html?id=S5361700
https://ahdictionary.com/word/search.html?id=C5733400
https://ahdictionary.com/word/search.html?id=R5213300
https://ahdictionary.com/word/search.html?id=R5131200
https://ahdictionary.com/word/search.html?id=A5512100
https://ahdictionary.com/word/search.html?id=S5064600
https://ahdictionary.com/word/indoeurop.html

Semitic Roots

The Indo-European appendix covers nearly half of the Indo-European roots that have left their mark on English
words. A more complete treatment of Indo-European roots and the English words derived from them is available
in our Dictionary of Indo-European Roots.
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