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HOW TO USE THE DICTIONARY

To look up an entry in The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, use the search window above. For
best results, after typing in the word, click on the “Search” button instead of using the “enter” key.

Some compound words (like bus rapid transit, dog whistle, or identity theft) don’t appear on the drop-down list when
you type them in the search bar. For best results with compound words, place a quotation mark before the compound
word in the search window.
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THE USAGE PANEL

The Usage Panel is a group of nearly 200 prominent scholars, creative writers, journalists, diplomats, and others in
occupations requiring mastery of language. Annual surveys have gauged the acceptability of particular usages and
grammatical constructions.

The Panelists

AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY APP

The new American Heritage Dictionary app is now available for iOS and Android.
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THE AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY BLOG

The articles in our blog examine new words, revised definitions, interesting images from the fifth edition, discussions of
usage, and more.

THE 100 WORDS"


https://ahdictionary.com/word/howtouse.html
https://ahdictionary.com/word/usagepanel.html
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/american-heritage-english/id1118313580?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mobisystems.msdict.embedded.wireless.houghtonmifflinharcourt.americanheritagedictionaryplus
http://ahdictionary.tumblr.com/

See word lists from the best-selling 100 Words Series!

Find out more!
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INTERESTED IN DICTIONARIES?

Check out the Dictionary Society of North America at http://www.dictionarysociety.com

dom-i-no ™! (ddm 9-nd')
Share: Tweet

n. pl. dom-i-noes or dom-i-nos

1.

a. A small rectangular wood or plastic block, the face of which is divided into halves, each half being blank or marked
by dots resembling those on dice.

b. dominoes or dominos (used with a sing. or pl. verb) A game played with a set of these small blocks, generally 28 in
number.

2. A country expected to react politically to events as predicted by the domino theory: "The dominos did indeed fall in
Indochina" (Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr.)

[French, probably from domino, mask, perhaps because of the resemblance between the eyeholes and the spots on
some of the tiles; see DOMINOZ. ]

(click forTa_l.;;ge.r_image)
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The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.

dom-i-no? "} (dém 2-nd’)
Share: Tweet
n. pl. dom-i-noes or dom-i-nos
1.
a. A costume consisting of a hooded robe worn with an eye mask at a masquerade.
b. The mask so worn.
2. One wearing this costume.

[French, probably from Latin (benedicamus) domind, (let us praise) the Lord, dative of dominus, lord; see dem-_in the
Appendix of Indo-European roots.]

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.

Dom-i-no "' (ddm 9-nd’"), Fats Originally Antoine Domino. 1928-2017.
Share: Tweet
American singer, pianist, and songwriter whose popular rhythm and blues songs include “Blueberry Hill” (1956).
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Fats Domino

photographed in 2006

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins

Publishers. All rights reserved.

Indo-European & Semitic Roots Appendices

Thousands of entries in the dictionary include etymologies that trace their origins back to reconstructed proto-
languages. You can obtain more information about these forms in our online appendices:

Indo-European Roots

Semitic Roots

The Indo-European appendix covers nearly half of the Indo-European roots that have left their mark on English

words. A more complete treatment of Indo-European roots and the English words derived from them is available

in our Dictionary of Indo-European Roots.
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