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HOW TO USE THE DICTIONARY

To look up an entry in The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, use the search window above. For
best results, after typing in the word, click on the “Search” button instead of using the “enter” key.

Some compound words (like bus rapid transit, dog whistle, or identity theft) don’t appear on the drop-down list when
you type them in the search bar. For best results with compound words, place a quotation mark before the compound
word in the search window.
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THE USAGE PANEL

The Usage Panel is a group of nearly 200 prominent scholars, creative writers, journalists, diplomats, and others in
occupations requiring mastery of language. Annual surveys have gauged the acceptability of particular usages and
grammatical constructions.

The Panelists

AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY APP

The new American Heritage Dictionary app is now available for iOS and Android.
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THE AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY BLOG

The articles in our blog examine new words, revised definitions, interesting images from the fifth edition, discussions of
usage, and more.

THE 100 WORDS"


https://ahdictionary.com/word/howtouse.html
https://ahdictionary.com/word/usagepanel.html
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/american-heritage-english/id1118313580?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mobisystems.msdict.embedded.wireless.houghtonmifflinharcourt.americanheritagedictionaryplus
http://ahdictionary.tumblr.com/

See word lists from the best-selling 100 Words Series!

Find out more!
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INTERESTED IN DICTIONARIES?

Check out the Dictionary Society of North America at http://www.dictionarysociety.com

-blast

suff.
1. Biology An immature, embryonic stage in the development of cells or tissues: erythroblast.
2. Geology A crystal or mineral deposit formed in metamorphic rock: porphyroblast.

Share: Tweet

[From Greek blastos, bud, germ, of unknown origin.]

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.

blast-
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pref.
Variant of blasto-.

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.

blast ™" (blast)
Share: Tweet

n.
1.

a. A very strong gust of wind or air.

b. The effect of such a gust.

2. A forcible stream of air, gas, or steam from an opening, especially one in a blast furnace to aid combustion.

3.

a. A sudden loud sound, especially one produced by a stream of forced air: a piercing blast from the steam whistle.
b. The act of producing such a sound: gave a blast on his trumpet.

4.

a. A violent explosion, as of dynamite or a bomb.

b. The violent effect of such an explosion, consisting of a wave of increased atmospheric pressure followed
immediately by a wave of decreased pressure.

c. An explosive charge.

5. Botany Any of several plant diseases of diverse causes, resulting in sudden death of buds, flowers, foliage, or young
fruits.

6. A destructive or damaging influence.

7. A powerful hit, blow, or shot.

8. A violent verbal assault or outburst: The candidate leveled a blast at her opponent.

9. Slang A highly exciting or pleasurable experience or event, such as a big party.

V. blast-ed, blast-ing, blasts

V. tr.

1. To knock down or shatter by explosion; smash.

2. To play or sound loudly: The amplifiers blasted the music.
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3.

a. To cause to move with great force; hurl: The volcanic eruption blasted rock far and wide.

b. To make or open by explosion: blast a tunnel through the mountains.

4.

a. To shoot or destroy by shooting: fighter jets trying to blast each other out of the sky.

b. Sports To hit, kick, or shoot (a ball or puck) with great force.

5. To have a harmful or destructive effect on: a loss that blasted our hopes of making the playoffs.

6. To criticize or attack vigorously: blasted the mayor for hypocrisy.

7. To cause to shrivel, wither, or mature imperfectly by blast or blight: crops that were blasted by frost.
v. intr.

1. To use or detonate explosives.

2. To emit a loud, intense sound; blare: speakers blasting at full volume.

3. To discharge a weapon, especially repeatedly; shoot: blasted away at the target.

4. To attack someone or something verbally; criticize.

5. To move with great speed or power: a motorcycle blasting down the road.

6. Electronics To distort sound recording or transmission by overloading a microphone or loudspeaker.

7. To wither or shrivel or mature imperfectly.
Phrasal Verb:

blast off

To take off, as a rocket.

Idiom:
full blast

At full speed, volume, or capacity: turned the radio up full blast.

[Middle English, from Old English bl@st; see bhlé- in the Appendix of Indo-European roots.]

blast ern.

Synonyms: blast, blight, ml, wither, wreck

These verbs mean to have a pernicious, destructive, or ruinous effect on something: actions that blasted any chance
for peace; a neighborhood blighted by poverty; ambitions dashed by lack of funds; a harsh critique that withered their
enthusiasm; a life wrecked by depression.

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.

Indo-European & Semitic Roots Appendices

Thousands of entries in the dictionary include etymologies that trace their origins back to reconstructed proto-
languages. You can obtain more information about these forms in our online appendices:

Indo-European Roots
Semitic Roots
The Indo-European appendix covers nearly half of the Indo-European roots that have left their mark on English

words. A more complete treatment of Indo-European roots and the English words derived from them is available
in our Dictionary of Indo-European Roots.
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