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Accredited degree
Offered by the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

12-24 months
9 courses total, 10-15 hours per week

Master the fundamentals of business and fast-track your path to leadership

As an iMSM student, you will take a series of fundamental management classes covering subjects such as leadership and teams, marketing management, strategic management, and

process management, as well as foundational classes in accounting and finance. You will then have the opportunity to customize your degree by taking elective courses focused

on business value and project management, global business challenges, or business data management and communication.

iMSM students earn the same education and learn from the same top faculty as on-campus students. Achieve fundamental business knowledge, gain lifelong leadership skills, and build a

global network as you work alongside fellow students and faculty.

The iMSM, which is open to students from any undergraduate major, continues the Gies Business tradition of building highly engaging, flexible online programs. The Gies approach offers

innovations unique to online learning. Curriculum, content delivery, and engagement are tailored for maximum positive impact for students in ways that go well beyond simply moving

an existing residential program online. The hallmarks of Gies’ online programs are highly engaging online classrooms and skilled, experienced faculty who deliver leading-edge course

material.

What sets this program apart?

Practical, industry-ready management skills

Gain practical management skills in finance, marketing, operations, and leadership throughout the curriculum, designed to help you excel in any

industry.

Flexible, interdisciplinary study

Flexible, career-focused curriculum built for working professionals who want to advance or pivot without pausing their careers.

Customizable, specialization-driven learning

Customize your learning path with elective courses or optional specializations in Business Data Analytics or Business Value and Project Management.

Master of Science in Management (iMSM)
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

Fall B cohort deadline: August 6
Start your application or request more information.

Apply
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Learn from collaborative experts

Learn from world-class Illinois faculty who combine academic research with real-world business expertise.

Earn a fully accredited university credential

9 courses (36 credit hours) accredited by the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB), the highest standard of excellence in

business education.

A fully supported learning experience

Participate in live sessions and group projects led by Gies faculty and supported by experienced teaching assistants and a global peer community.

Applications for the Fall B cohort are open!

Application deadline: August 6, 2026

Upcoming events

July 21: iDegree Workshop: Maximizing Your ROI and Career Support with Gies Online - Register here

Additional resources

Questions? Please contact Gies College of Business at giesonline@illinois.edu or attend an upcoming event.

ApplyRequest Info

https://giesonline.illinois.edu/event/2026/07/21/default-calendar/idegree-workshop--maximizing-your-roi-and-career-support-with-gies-online?utm_source=coursera&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_campaign=events
https://giesonline.illinois.edu/events


Build toward a degree at your own pace

Not sure if you’re ready to begin earning your degree? Start making progress by taking eligible content that aligns with your goals and interests. Gain in-demand skills while building

towards a degree.

These are some of the courses and specializations that are part of the degree program. If you are admitted and enroll, your completed coursework may count toward your degree learning

and your progress can transfer with you.

Leading Teams: Developing as a Leader

Managing Organizations

Strategic Leadership & Management

Explore all the courses

*Successful application and enrollment are required. Eligibility requirements apply. Each institution determines the number of credits recognized by completing this content that may count

towards degree requirements, considering any existing credits you may have. Click on a specific course for more information.

Affordable Master's Degree In One Year

$13,644 USD tuition total
Earn a degree from a top-tier university with the option to later stack into the iMBA.

Pay-as-you-go
You pay tuition only for courses you're enrolled in. If a scheduling conflict arises, you are free to take a term off and won’t be charged during that term.

Financial aid & scholarships
Gies College of Business and Coursera have partnered to offer a limited number of competitive scholarships covering 70% of tuition for select students. If you’re a U.S.

resident, you may also qualify for student aid.

Learn about tuition & financing

https://www.coursera.org/learn/leading-teams-developing-as-a-leader
https://www.coursera.org/learn/managing-organization
https://www.coursera.org/specializations/strategic-leadership
https://www.coursera.org/collections/progress-pathway-imsm-uiuc
https://www.coursera.org/degrees/ms-management-illinois/tuition-financing


Find what you want and

make a decision about

how you want it to affect

your life and career. The

University of Illinois is a

big deal. It’s not a small

university, and if you can

have that collaboration

with Coursera, don’t miss

it. Read more about

Korede's experience!

Korede Oludiran

Master of Science in Management

(iMSM) Graduate

University of Illinois’ Gies College of

Business

Advance your career with a master's degree in just one year

Build core business skills to help you take that next step in your career whether you're looking to advance in your organization or switch between

industries.

The iMSM is designed to be versatile where you can pick electives that will pave the path towards your career goals.

Throughout the program, you'll build strong communication, management, and problem-solving skills that you can immediately apply in the

workplace.

https://blog.coursera.org/how-the-imsm-empowered-korede-oludiran-to-reimagine-his-business-and-redefine-his-career/
https://blog.coursera.org/how-the-imsm-empowered-korede-oludiran-to-reimagine-his-business-and-redefine-his-career/


Advance your career

96% overall program satisfaction
In our annual survey, 96% of iMSM graduates rated their educational experience as "Excellent" or "Good," highlighting the program's paramount quality. (2025 survey)

95% use degree learning in their career
iMSM students often tackle real job challenges in projects, seeking advice from peers and faculty. Graduates overwhelmingly report applying their learning effectively in

professional settings. (2025 survey)

Average one year completion time
Our flexible iMSM program allows students to set their graduation pace, with most completing their degree in about one year on average.

Versatile degree for all business fields

The Bureau of Labor Statistics recorded 88% of students to end in these business fields, with management and general business making up 48% of the share.

Business Management and Administration

General Business

Accounting

Finance

Marketing and Marketing Research

Stack your way to an MBA.

Your work in the Master's of Management can stack directly into the iMBA. Upon completion, you'll be eligible to apply all 36 credit hours to the 72-credit-hour iMBA, allowing you to

continue building on the knowledge you already gained in the iMSM.

https://www.bls.gov/ooh/field-of-degree/business/business-field-of-degree.htm


Depending on your career goals, you can continue learning and transition into the iMBA, or you can return at a later time to advance your education. The program's stackability empowers

you to grow and build on critical business skills anywhere in your career journey.

Learn more about the iMBA

Not ready to enroll in the iMSM? Earn a credential that transfers credit into the degree.

These graduate certificates stack directly into the online Master of Science in Management (iMSM). Each of the high engagement courses that comprise these

certificates carry University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign graduate credit.

Graduate Certificate in Strategic Leadership and Management: Become a confident all-around leader and learn in-demand skills for managing people and teams and developing

and implementing organizational strategy.

Graduate Certificate in Digital Marketing: Build the skills to uplevel your marketing campaigns and make data-driven decisions.

Graduate Certificate in Value Chain Management: Learn to recognize what different customers value, measure inputs and outputs to assess value, and generate higher value for

customers and greater surplus for organizations.

Build toward a degree

These courses are part of the degree program. If you are admitted and enroll, your completed coursework may count toward your degree learning and your progress can transfer with

you.¹

https://www.coursera.org/degrees/imba/academics
https://www.coursera.org/certificates/graduate-certificate-strategic-leadership-management-illinois
https://www.coursera.org/certificates/graduate-certificate-digital-marketing
https://www.coursera.org/certificates/graduate-value-chain-management-uiuc


¹Successful application and enrollment are required. Eligibility requirements apply. Each institution determines the number of credits recognized by completing this content that may

count towards degree requirements, considering any existing credits you may have. Click on a specific course for more information.

Strategic Leadership and Management

Leadership and Business Skill for Immediate Impact

Beginner · Specialization

University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

Global Challenges in Business

Business Challenges of the 21st Century

Beginner · Specialization

University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign
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Check out the latest news from Gies College of Business

Gies College of Business Wins the Coursera Trailblazer Award for Online

Education: Voices of Learners at Gies

 at the University of Illinois has been honored with the

Trailblazer Award at the September 2025 Coursera Connect conference, recognizing

its bold leadership in reshaping online education. From launching the very first…

degree with Coursera to pioneering tools like Coursera Coach and AI avatars, Gies

has consistently pushed the boundaries of what’s possible in accessible, high-

quality business education.

September 11, 2025

Q&A with Joshua David Tarfa, Gies iMSM Graduate

In just one year, Joshua David Tarfa completed his degree, secured two promotions

at work, and managed his own freelance design business. We sat down with

Joshua to hear about his experience, what motivated him to pursue the degree,…

and how it’s already paying off.
April 28, 2025

Coursera’s University Partners are Recognized Among Forbes Top 10

List of “New Ivies”

For a second year, Forbes has recognized a  of “New Ivies.” These

university graduates are said to be “outpacing most Ivy Leaguers in the eyes of

employers” with similarly selective admissions processes and rigorous coursework.

April 15, 2025

Embracing Lifelong Learning: Steve's Journey Leads to the University

of Illinois

"You're never too old to learn, and never stop learning," Steve advises. Read about

his journey with the University of Illinois on Coursera.

December 18, 2024

Illinois Gies Takes Stackability to the Next Level

Gies has masterfully designed a suite of stackable educational degrees, where

students can take a course and then apply...

November 11, 2024

Elliott Leading Gies Business Into a New Era of Purpose

W. Brook Elliott becomes the first woman to hold the position as dean of the

University of Illinois' Gies College of Business.

November 4, 2024

Paving the Way to a Management Career in One Year Through Gies

Karl Galko made a lasting impact with the short commitment of the iMSM.

Gies College of Business

top ten list
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Frequently asked questions

More questions?

Visit the learner help center

Show all 10 frequently asked questions

Accounting

Artificial Intelligence (AI)

Cybersecurity

Data Analytics

Digital Marketing

Human Resources (HR)

Microsoft Excel

Project Management

Python

SQL

Google AI Certificate

Google Cybersecurity Certificate

Google Data Analytics Certificate

Google IT Support Certificate

Google Project Management

Certificate

Google UX Design Certificate

IBM AI Engineering Certificate

IBM AI Product Manager Certificate

IBM Data Science Certificate

Intuit Academy Bookkeeping

Certificate

AI Essentials Specialization

AI For Business Specialization

AI For Everyone Course

AI in Healthcare Specialization

Deep Learning Specialization

Excel Skills for Business

Specialization

Financial Markets Course

Machine Learning Specialization

Prompt Engineering for ChatGPT

Course

Python for Everybody Specialization

Career Aptitude Test

CAPM Certification Requirements

CompTIA A+ Certification

Requirements

CompTIA Security+ Certification

Requirements

Essential IT Certifications

High-Income Skills to Learn

How to Learn Artificial Intelligence

PMP Certification Requirements

Popular Cybersecurity Certifications
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What will appear on my degree certificate, and is it the same as the on-campus program?

What career options can this degree support?

Can I try a course before enrolling in the full degree?
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