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What do people in the US hope for the country's future?

At America's 250th year, what do people in the US hope for its future?

The BBC spoke to residents from California, Texas, Washington DC, South Carolina, Virginia, New York, Illinois, Maryland, Florida, Missouri, the Rappahannock
Indian Tribe, New Hampshire and Georgia about their vision for the country.

Video produced and edited by Meiying Wu

Filmed by Meiying Wu, Angélica Casas, Blanca Estrada, Madeline Gerber, Katy Bailes, Andrew Sarge Herbert and Ian Druce
3 July 2026
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o [ Watch: Torrential rain hits New York and New Jersey triggering flash floods
Giant sinkhole appears on Sunset Boulevard from burst water pipe
Meet Magnolia, the stolen kitten used in an attempted bank robbery

Timelapse shows World Cup final stadium nearly vanish in smoky haze

Bodycam footage shows airlift of girl stranded by Texas floods
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‘You can taste the smoke’: New Yorkers on air quality as fires burn across Canada

How testosterone testing will work in Hegseth's military

White House: Staffer accused of placing bets on Trump speeches put on unpaid leave

Video captures tree trimmers falling 45ft

Watch: Flood waters surge in Texas after huge rainstorms

Pittsburgh bridge demolished in dramatic explosion

Hegseth announces testosterone deficiency screening for troops

Moment US Navy jet stuns packed Florida beach with low flypast

Orange haze from Canada wildfires seen in Ontario and northern US

Blanche grilled over handling of Epstein files and relationship with Trump

Is Trump facing a popular backlash on immigration?

Watch: TikTok legend Gangster Granny on her love for Messi

Americans' views on proposal to make daylight saving time permanent

Watch: The clash between US and Iran for control of the Strait of Hormuz

What we know about fatal ICE shooting in Maine
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Watch: Residents flee massive
Canadian wildfire by boat

There are currently 857 fires actively
burning in Canada, including 23 new
fires on Thursday, according to
authorities.
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Dramatic video shows wildfire
surround freight train in
Canada
CN Rail told the BBC that operations

were temporarily suspended in the
affected area in the province of Ontario.

US & Canada

'It smells like a dumpster' -
Stinky corpse flowers make
rare bloom

The flowers, often compared to
smelling of rotten meat, stinky cheese,
or boiled cabbage, last just 24 to 48
hours in bloom.
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There's no evidence this Mil
McConnell rehab photo is A
The 84-year-old Republican hasn't

seen in public for weeks and says b
recovering from a fall.

US & Canada
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