
Web Web APIs History forward()

History: forward() method

The forward()  method of the History  interface causes the browser to move forward one page in the session history. It
has the same effect as calling history.go(1) .

This method is asynchronous. Add a listener for the popstate  event in order to determine when the navigation has
completed.

Syntax

JS

forward()

Parameters

None.

Return value
None ( undefined ).

Exceptions

SecurityError DOMException

Thrown if the associated document is not fully active. Browsers also throttle navigations and may throw this error,
generate a warning, or ignore the call if it's called too frequently.

Examples
The following examples create a button that moves forward one step in the session history.

HTML

English (US)

Baseline Widely available

https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/
https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web
https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/API
https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/API/History
https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/API/History/forward
https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/API/History
https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/API/History/go
https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Glossary/Asynchronous
https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/API/Window/popstate_event
https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/JavaScript/Reference/Global_Objects/undefined
https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/API/DOMException


HTML

<button id="go-forward">Go Forward!</button>

JavaScript

JS

document.getElementById("go-forward").addEventListener("click", (e) => {

history.forward();

});

Specifications
Specification

HTML

# dom-history-forward-dev

Browser compatibility

Full support

See also
History

popstate

Working with the History API

Report problems with this compatibility data  • View data on GitHub
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https://html.spec.whatwg.org/multipage/nav-history-apis.html#dom-history-forward-dev
https://html.spec.whatwg.org/multipage/nav-history-apis.html#dom-history-forward-dev
https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/API/History
https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/API/Window/popstate_event
https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/API/History_API/Working_with_the_History_API
https://github.com/mdn/browser-compat-data/issues/new?mdn-url=https%3A%2F%2Fdeveloper.mozilla.org%2Fen-US%2Fdocs%2FWeb%2FAPI%2FHistory%2Fforward&metadata=%3C%21--+Do+not+make+changes+below+this+line+--%3E%0A%3Cdetails%3E%0A%3Csummary%3EMDN+page+report+details%3C%2Fsummary%3E%0A%0A*+Query%3A+%60api.History.forward%60%0A*+Report+started%3A+2026-07-20T03%3A19%3A13.541Z%0A%0A%3C%2Fdetails%3E&title=api.History.forward+-+%3CSUMMARIZE+THE+PROBLEM%3E&template=data-problem.yml
https://github.com/mdn/browser-compat-data/tree/main/api/History.json
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